GAP Minutes
June 15, 2015

First Presbyterian, Mount Holly
Vision: Gaston Area Presbyterian Congregations working together to serve God

Mission: The mission is to support and facilitate the efforts of congregations in Gaston County in their work to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Our hope in doing so is that we transform churches so that their members may find new life and new energy to respond to God’s call and others will be attracted to them and their work.

I.
Welcome and Introductions:

Bryan Hovey reported that he was mostly voiceless with a minor illness 
and Charles Davenport acted as moderator
II.
The Minutes of the May 18, 2015 meeting hosted by Olney.

Minutes approved without objection,
III.
Update and planning of Habitat Commitment and funding plans:

Bill Glover noted that the BBQ was on schedule the Rays Country store I s the vendor.  We will prepare and provide the fixings.  That way we can actually do in additional locations.  Sept. 11. is the date, the day before the first work date.

Pryor St is confirmed location.  Bill reported on the lots, the placement of the houses, and the tree removal necessary to begin.  Habitit has not dicided exactly the location on the lots.  Our goal is to have the sites prepared, and slab poured, so we can somewhat lower the cost.  

BBQ will be Friday September 11.  The September 12 (the next day) will be the first day of our 
Habitat build.
IV.
Reminder and Update on Transformation/Spiritual Formation – beyond 
Christian Education.
· Saturday, August 29 from 9-12 at 1st Presbyterian Gastonia.  
· Committee Leaders – need 2 members from each church to help plan the event in addition to Betty Davenport & Jill Kimbril.  
· Possible attendees: Session, teachers of all ages, CE representative (paid or volunteer), pastors, youth leaders, or anyone with an interest.  

· Agenda for event

· Charles Davenport reported that NEXT is a group of current church leaders who are thinking about what the church will look like in the future.  

· Why we are Reformed and updates from POINT – Betty Davenport

· Samples of Reformed books & materials

· Updates from POINT – reformed material

· How to carry transformation in the world 

· Worship – how worship is used for transformation

· Youth/children – Where are they?  What is PWNC doing for them?
· At next meeting – June 15 – can 2 people from each church 
· Betty & Jill will send out information to each church to get 2 volunteers from each church to help with the planning.  Churches should send Bible School dates to James Holeman and Betty will determine a date for planners to meet.  

· Keep this project in your prayers.
August 28---9 am.—12.noon.

July 20, Christan education folks to meet @ new Hope to plan for the event 7:00 p.m.
V.
GAP Youth –

 Vacation Bible school notice.   August 1 event @ Web School –to work on the green house and rehab it..  It is unusable in present condition.  Do not know the condition of the building.  
VI.
Greetings from Presbytery.

July 28, a tue. at Hendersonvill.   Aug 16 4:00,  Service of New Beginings. 

Charles reported that the session at Robinson had been quite gracious to him and thanked them.


Funding campaign is in the silent stage, approaching individuals.  Camp Grier Malawi, New Church developmtne,  strong hopes.  

VII.
Other reports and items.


Bill reported on the Malard Creek work on Oak building , redo bathroomsk
New front porch ,  Raised about 17,000. 
Paula Wallace reported on the Newlane about the Malyen fellowship.  (About 6 churches)  Perhaps we should ask Heath to speek to the GAP group.  Offer a place to stay and ask him to speek.  Charles pointed out he spoke @ pbty mtg.  Group agreed to offer the invitation.  Find a date     James moved Bryan seconded.  Passed without objection.  

Pulpit Exchange September 27
The following churches will participate in the pulpit exchange: Lowell  Ro0binson;, Long Creek Olney;  , Mt. Holly—James from Union;, Robinson—Bessimeer city Kitrty Ranken;, West Avenue,--Belmont first (darry)—Southminster—Lowell Joseph;  , Olney –West Ave Third. Street (9:30 service)  Mt. Holly;, Bessemer City Third Steet eddie. .  Excellent response as 13 out of 16 churches committed. 
Bullitren Insert on the pastor exchange.
Drawing for what church assignments.
VIII.
New Elder Training
November 14 is confirmed date.  Will be held at West Avenue.  9:00 am—2:pm.GAP members should notify their church.  Paula Wallace will ask West Ave to see if available to host.  Need another church to host lunch.  
Charles spoke about the Small churches and the lack of funds

Good Hope in Kings Mountian has been Friends .  David Moore is the CLP @ Good hope.  BBQ fundraiser.  Date  June 20, Sat.  Plates $9.  Available @ 11:30.
Jackson reported briefly on Malawi trip.
Sue reported on Mission trip to the Western Navaho nation.

Accomotation was quite primitive.  Sue pointed out that we have areas of poverty here in the US.  Poverty , corruction, education, food.

Examples of no running water or electricity.  “right under our noses”  see Belmont First facebook page.

VI
Calendar Update:

· West Avenue needs volunteers to (apparently filled this)  help the week of June 21 with Family Promise during the week to stay overnight from 7pm to 7am.  Churches that are already helping with food include Olney, Long Creek, Robinson, & Cherryville.  Call Paula Wallace at 704-214-1011 (cell) or 704-865-3754 (home) if anyone from your church can help. 
· Southminster Yard Sale – June 20 for Guatemala 

· Long Creek – BBQ challenge June 20 at 11am monies to go to Good Hope Church in Kings Mountain.  (This is a small church that has limited funds.)

· June 13 – 11th Annual Car Show at Robinson – will include Yard Sale 
· Loaves & Fishes store for CAM is open at Union – children are running the store

VII.
Announcements:

· Belmont First – Meals of Hope – based in Raleigh Greg Wilkerson – maybe like Stop Hunger Now but more local?? Wants to know if our group is interested, but Sue Johnson cannot get into website.  GAP said OK to invite him for presentation in the future no sooner than August.
· Malawi Team  Brief report by Jackson.
· Sue Johnson Arizona Mission trip report.
VIII.
Agenda items for Next Meeting:


Habitat Update


Pulpit exchange Drawing

Transformation Update on Aug 29 – each church to find 2 volunteers to help plan
James reported on an incident where a defibulator saved a life at at church.
July mtg—the Christian Education event.

Next Meeting: August 17,  Robinson 
Fred Brown Reported. on his son taking on a worship and bible study on his ship in the Navy.  A moving report his son re-connecgting with his faith.   David Brown
GAP Agenda June 15, 2015 Minutes Copy Page 1 of 4

